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There is a relation between God and His human creatures, a relation of 
universal moral significance, on which the blessedness of man, and his attain- 
ad ment of his chief good, are dependent, but this relation is in point of fact im- 

paired. Man is somehow wrong with God, and the task of recenciliation is 
a. ‘ to put him right again... 


ian It is the fundamental truth with which we have to deal, that a bad conscience, 
or the sense of sin, induces moral paralysis. It disables the moral nature of 
man on every side ,.. 


<M Reduced to its simplest expression, what an objective atonement means is 
— = that but for Christ and His Passion God would not be to us what He is .. . 
The divine righteousness which constitutes Gospel for sinners exposed to the 
divine wrath is revealed in Christ, and nowhere else . . . But for His death we 

should have died in our sins; we should have passed into the blackness of 
R darkness with the condemnation of God abiding on us. It is because He died 
for us, and for no other reason, that the darkness has passed away, and a light 
shines in which we have peace with God. 


h j —James Denney 
THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF 
RECONCILIATION, T&T Clark. 
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The chapter from THE STICKIT 
MINISTER (p. 5) was copied out and 
sent us by a discerning layman. We 
had read this Scottish classic long ago 
and remembered it as full of inspira- 
tion and of the true air of Scotland’s 
kirk and manse. If any reader has 
a copy he would be willing to part 
with, we would like to dicker. We 
have looked for one for years. 













Reflecting on our editorial reference 
to the Titanic (Dec. 14), a reader 
was reminded of an Irishman he per- 
sonally knew, who had booked passage 
on that ill-fated ship in order to im- 
migrate to the U. S. Shortly before 
departure the Irishman overheard a 
man express himself to the effect that 
God Almighty Himself could not sink 
that ship! He promptly cancelled his 
passage, was in transit to the U. S. 
on another ship when the Titanic 
went down. Said he, later, “It fright- 
ened me to hear men dare God to see 
what He could do to man’s handi- 
work.” 




























An Episcopal rector in New York 
City has defied his House of Bishops 
by refusing to read a pastoral letter 
reaffirming the Apostles’ and Nicene 
Creeds as “the symbols of the rock of 
our faith,” from his pulpit. The rector 
scored the bishops for advocating what 
he described as “ecclesiastical jargon,” 
“archaic language” and “double talk.” 

. He objected: “No one can tell an 
Episcopalian that he is unequivocally 

. committed to a particular creed.” 
The bishops had called the creeds a 
“proclamation of faith, a gift whose 
kind and nature does not in itself 
change from generation to genera- 
tion.” One cannot help wondering 
what sort of ordination vows that rec- 
tor took. 






















In Chattanooga, Tenn., Mrs. W. S. 
Johnson of the Brainerd church joins 
the noble list of those who have per- 
fectly recited the Shorter Catechism. 
Your beautiful King James Bible is 
on its way, Mrs. Johnson! 
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MISSIONS FACTS 


Interesting, but little-known facts 
about the missionary history of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., are these: 


—During the first years of its ex- 
istence, missionary work of the de- 
nomination concentrated on missions 
in the Indian country, among the 
Cherokees, the Creeks, the Choctaws 
and the Chickasaws. Indian work 
today is mostly in Oklahoma, among 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws. 


—The first foreign work, undertaken 
between 1867 and 1873, included 
missions in China, Italy, Brazil, Co- 
lombia, Greece and Mexico. Of 
these, only the Brazil and Mexico 
missions remain, as such. 





Most spectacular growth today is 
occurring in Brazil, where the Prot- 
estant Church may well become dom- 
inant within this century. 





Most difficult work today is in Ja- 
pan where the response to the Gos- 
pel has been painfully slow and 
where a babel of voices each calling 
itself Christian is clamoring for the 
attention of the Japanese. 





KOREA — A $10,000 grant by the 
Board of World Missions will permit 
the opening of a fourth link in Korea’s 
Broadcasting System. To be located 
in Kwangju, the new station will have 
a transmitter of 1,000 watts or more 
and extend coverage to a key textile 
and agricultural area hitherto out of 
reach of other local stations in the 
chain. 


The Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
maintains a station in Seoul and relay 
units in Pusan and Taegu. Network 
operations are sponsored by the Na- 
tional Christian Council of Korea and 
directed by the Rev. E. Otto DeCamp 

of the UPUSA Church. 





New Methods Suggested in Evangelism Field 


Russian Cleric Gets 
Cool Greek Greeting 


ATHENS —(RNS) — Ethinkos Ky- 
rix, a conservative pro-government 
newspaper here, charged that the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church is actively op- 
posed to any movement for Christian 
unity. 


It made the charge following the 
departure here for Moscow of Patri- 
arch Alexei, supreme head of the Rus- 
sian Church, after a month’s tour of 
Orthodox communities in the Near 
and Middle East. The Patriarch, ac- 
companied by a group of other Rus- 
sian Orthodox representatives, spent 
three days in the Greek capital. 


Ethinkos Kyrix described Patriarch 
Alexei as a tool of the Soviet govern- 
ment who is being used to help divide 
the Christian forces of the West. “It 
is natural,” it said, “that the Russian 
Patriarch does not want the unity of 
the Christian Churches. For unity 
means cooperation between millions of 
Christians and the strengthening of 
loyalty to Christ’s doctrines. Soviet 
Russia, on the other hand, wants to 
use the Church as a means of spread- 
ing its own economic and social sys- 
tem.”’ 


The paper said that if the Russian 
Church were to become part of the 
unified Churches, “then it could no 
longer be made an instrument of the 
Soviet State.” 


“This,” it added, “is why Moscow 
sent Patriarch Alexei abroad. It was 
an effort to undermine and frustrate 
the unity of the Christian Churches. 
For Moscow there is no other dogma 
than that of Marxism and Leninism.”’ 


Other newspapers here also com- 
mented adversely on Patriarch Al- 
exei’s visit abroad. Kathimerini, not- 
ing that this was the first time since 
the creation of the Moscow Patriar- 
chate in 1588 that a Russian Patriarch 
had visited the Orthodox patriarchate 
in the Near East, asserted that Patri- 
arch Alexei’s visit was made “under 
the command of Soviet foreign policy.” 
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BOSTON —(RNS) — New methods 
of evangelism to reach the unchurched 
were urged at the annual meeting of 
the Evangelistic Association of New 
England here. 


The Rev. Howard Keeley, association 
executive secretary, told the delegates 
that leaders of major Protestant de- 
nominations are alarmed at the lack 
of growth in their churches, especial- 
ly in the light of a booming popula- 
tion increase. 


“Statistics relating to unchurched 
people indicate the Church is not doing 
its job and needs to look at new 
methods of reaching the people,” he 
stated. Mr. Keeley said the word 
“evangelism” must be clearly defined 
“since its message and results are 
badly confused today by many.” 


“Evangelism does not primarily aim 
at reform, education, integration, cul- 
tural development, human betterment, 
necessary as these are,” he continued. 
“These are the by-products of evan- 
gelism after a person is established in 
a proper relationship with God through 
Christ.” 





Computers Translating 
Scrolls From Dead Sea 


PHILADELPHIA —(RNS) — High 
speed electronic computers are help- 
ing scholars unravel the mysteries of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, the 75th annual 
convention of the Modern Language 
Association was told here. Computers 
come up with answers to words part- 
ly or totally obliterated in the scrolls 
through analysis of word frequencies, 
sentences and contexts, it was report- 
ed by J. B. Bessinger, associate pro- 
fessor of English at the University 
of Toronto, Canada. 


In emphasizing the importance of 
such “mechanical brains,” he pointed 
out that a few specialists completed 
in a year’s time the indexing of the 
complete writings of St. Thomas 
Aquinas — 13 million words — a task 
that would have taken 50 scholars 
about 40 years. 
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Romanists, Methodists 
Lead in Congress 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — Roman 
Catholics will be more numerous in 
the House of Representatives, Method- 
ists more numerous in the Senate, a 
survey of the new 87th Congress dis- 
closed here. There will be 86 Roman 
Catholics in the House, second place 
going to the Methodists with 76. There 
will be 19 Methodists in the Senate, 
second place going to the Baptists 
with 15. 


Behind the Roman Catholics and 
Methodists in the House there will be 
61 Presbyterians, 53 Episcopalians, 52 
Baptists, 21 members of the United 
Church of Christ and 11 representa- 
tives of the 
others. 


Jewish faith, among 


Also represented in the House will 
be such religious bodies as_ the 
Schwenkfelder Church and the Sikh, 
among some 24 such bodies in all. 
Three members declined to list any 
religious preference. 


Behind the Methodists and the Bap- 
tists in the Senate will come the 
Episcopalians, the Roman Catholics, 
the Presbyterians and Congregational 
Christians in that order. The Senate 
will comprise 87 Protestants, 12 Roman 
Catholics and 2 Jewish members. 





Florida Court 
Bans Gideon Bibles 


LAKELAND, Fla. — (RNS) — Dis- 
tribution of Gideon Bibles in Orange 
County public schools violates the 
Church-State separation provisions of 
the U. S. and Florida constitutions, 
the State District Court of Appeal 
ruled here. 


The decision, written by Chief Jus- 
tice William P. Allen, reversed an 
earlier ruling by the Ninth Circuit 
Court dismissing an action brought 
against the county school board by a 
group of nine taxpayers. 


, 


“Tt is clear,” Judge Allen wrote, 
“that state power is no more to be 
used so as to handicap religions than 
it is to be used to favor them. Neither 
a public school system nor its property 
can be employed in the permanent 
promotion of any particular religious 
sect or denomination. 


“The distribution of Gideon Bibles 
through the school system each year 
certainly approximates an annual pro- 
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motion and endorsement of the relig- 
ious sects or groups which follow its 
teachings and precepts. This distribu- 
tion likewise would tend to impair the 
rights of plaintiffs and their children 
to be free from governmental action 
which discriminates in the free exer- 
cise of religious beliefs.”” (See Edi- 
torial, “The Church-State Scene,” p. 
12). 





Graham Florida 
Crusade Plans Revealed 


CLEARWATER, Fla. — (RNS) — 
One of the most extensive state-wide 
crusades ever undertaken by the Billy 
Graham evangelistic team is planned 
for Florida from January through 
March when the Gospel message is ex- 
pected to be carried within reach of 
every resident and visitor. 


The crusade was to start Jan. 14-15 
with rallies in Jacksonville’s Coliseum 
and concludes March 5-26 in the New 
Miami Beach Auditorium. 


Between these times the Billy Gra- 
am team has scheduled week-end ral- 
lies in Orlando, Jan. 21-22; Clearwater, 
Jan. 28; St. Petersburg, Jan. 29; Brad- 
enton - Sarasota, Feb. 4; Tampa, Feb. 
5; Tallahassee, Feb. 11; Gainesville, 
Feb. 12; and the University of Miami, 
Feb. 27. 


In addition, Dr. Grady Wilson, a 
close associate of Dr. Graham, will 
deliver 31 addresses in five weeks in 
smaller communities throughout the 
state. Other team members who will 
hold meetings include Leighton Ford, 
Dr. Graham’s brother-in-law; and Roy 
Gustafson. 





Plan ‘Outsize’ Welcome 


BELFAST (RNS) — Plans are be- 
ing made here to give American Evan- 
gelist Billy Graham an “outsize” Irish 
welcome when he arrives next June for 
his “All Ulster Crusade.” 


The visit is being sponsored by evan- 
gelical ministers and laymen of. all 
Protestant denominations, with Dr. 
T Fitch, minister of Ravenhill 
Presbyterian church, Belfast, as chair- 
man. Norman Murray of Northern 
Ireland’s Youth for Christ is organiz- 
ing secretary for the crusade. Dr. 
Graham is scheduled to come to Bel- 
fast after similar rallies at Manchester, 
Glasgow and Swansea, crusade officials 


sald. 


homas 


New Lutheran Church 
Third Largest in U.S. 


MINNEAPOLIS — Executives of 
three branches of Lutheranism have 
moved into headquarters of the newly- 
organized American Lutheran Church 
here, thus marking the beginning of 
the official life of the new denomina- 
tion. Involved in the Jan. 1 merger 
were the America, Evangelical and 
and United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. 


TALC, as the new denomination 
will be known, is the third largest 
Lutheran body in the nation, ranking 
behind the more conservative United 
Lutheran Church in America and the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 
First issues of The Lutheran Standard, 
official denominational bi-weekly, were 
mailed to members of the 4,939 con- 
gregations as the Church was born. 





Sunday Closings Urged 
By Texas Baptist Unit 


DALLAS, Tex. (RNS) — Letters 
were mailed to 6,200 Baptist leaders, 
urging them to support closing of all 
unnecessary businesses on Sunday, 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 
officials said. 


“The increasing number of business 
establishments remaining open on Sun- 
days will definitely decrease spiritual 
interests and weaken the moral stan- 
dards of our nation,” the letter said. 


In the letters which were authorized 
by the Baptist Brotherhood’s executive 
committee, more than 2,300 presidents 
of Brotherhood organizations in local 


‘churches and nearly 3,900 pastors of 


Baptist churches were urged “to do 
whatever seems wise and practical to 
call attention to Sunday observances 
among the people of your community.” 


Houston Stores Comply 


HOUSTON, Tex. (RNS) — Major 
stores that have been operating on 
Sundays have bowed to Houston Mayor 
Lewis Cutrer’s ultimatum to close on 
Sundays or face arrest. 


The mayor has informed Houston 
merchants that state laws against Sun- 
day business operations would be en- 
forced unless the stores were closed 
voluntarily. Houston ministerial groups 
have been waging a vigorous campaign 
against Sunday sales. 
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A notable chapter from a Scottish classic— 


The Rev. John Smith of Arkland, 


Prepares His Sermon 


It was Friday, and the minister of 
Arkland was writing his sermon. 
Things had not gone well in Arkland 
that week. The meeting of the 
church court charged with the tem- 
poralities had not passed off well on 
Tuesday. One man especially had 
hurt the minister in a sensitive place. 
This was Peter M’Robert, the shoe- 
maker. The minister had represent- 
ed that a bath in a manse was not 
a luxury but a necessity, when Peter 
M’Robert said that as for him he 
had never “had sic a thing in his life, 
an’ as for the minister that auld Mai- 
ster Drouthy had dune withoot yin in 
the manse for thirty-three year to the 
satisfaction o’ the pairish.” 


Then there had been certain differ- 
ences of opinion within the manse 
itself, and altogether the sermon had 
been begun with the intention of dress- 
ing down the offending parishioners. 
Nearly all sermons are personal to the 
preacher. They have been awakened 
within him by some _ circumstance 
which has come to his knowledge dur- 
ing the week. Preachers use this fact 
for good or evil according to their 
kind. 


A plain man was John Smith of 
Arkland as plain and hodden grey 
as his name. He had succeeded to 
the church by the largest majority 
that had been known in the Presby- 
tery, for in that neighborhood to have 
given a man a unanimous call would 
have been considered a disgrace and 
a reflection on the critical discrimina- 
tion of the congregation. He had 
tried to do his duty without fear or 
favour, only asking that his hands 
should not be tied. He visited the 
sick with a plain quiet helpfulness 
which brought sympathy with it as 
surely as the minister entered the 
house. His sermons were not bril- 
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liant, but they staves and 


crutches to many. 


were 


Now as he sat at his manse window 
that bitter November morning he 
watched the rain volleying on the 
round causeway stones and the wide 
spaces of the village street dimly 
white with the dancing spray. The 
minister felt grimly in unison with 
the elements as he sat framing his 
opening sentences. He had chosen 
his text from a wonderful chapter. 
“Wisdom is justified of her children.” 
And in this wise he began to write: 


“To be ignorant is to be dangerous. 
The ignorant man, though he be but 
one, can make of no account the wis- 
dom of many men. After the wise 
of many generations have been striv- 
ing to teach a people wisdom, a knave 
or a fool may come and cry aloud, 
‘There is no god but ourselves, there 
is no law but our own desires, there 
is no hereafter but the grave which 
we share with our sister the worm 
and our brother the dead dog!’ Yet 
so great is the folly of man that such 
an one may draw away much people 
after him into the wilderness of sin 
and self-indulgence. It is in accord- 
ance with the nature of man that ig- 
norance and narrowness should often 
succeed where wisdom is wholly re- 
jected.” 





THIS DECADENT ERA 


We Americans live in a chrome- 
plated, gadget - equipped, neon - lit 
garden of eden. And the sin of 
America is that we worship, not at 
the feet of Almighty God but at 
the shrine of a three-bedroom, split- 
level, two-car garage temple of lux- 
ury.— Jon L. Regier. 














THE STICKIT MINISTER 


by S. R. Crockett 


“That will do,” said the minister, 
looking over his work. He had Peter 
M’Robert in his mind, and he rose and 
walked his study, “mandating” his 
opening sentences with appropriate 
gestures, much to the astonishment 
of Marget Lowrie in the kitchen, who 
said, “Save us! What’s wrang wi’ the 
minister? This is no’ Setturday!” 


As he came in his sentry walks to 
the window which looked up the rain- 
swept street, he saw a dark-colored 
oblong patch with a strange protuber- 
ance on the right side, hirpling like a 
decrepit beetle athwart the road, till, 
being caught at the manse corner by 
a bitter swirl, this irregular shape — 


“If shape it could be called, that 
shape had none,” stumbled and fell 
within thirty yards of the study win- 
dow, discharging on the muddy road 
an avalanche of shavings, small 
branches, knobs, angles, and squares 
of wood. In a moment the minister 
was out at the door and was helping 
old Nance Kissock to her feet, and 
then under the eyes of all the wives 
in the village assisting her to collect 
again her bagful of chips and kindlings 
which the good-natured joiner allowed 
her to take once a week from his floor. 


“IT hope you are none the worse, 
Nance?” said the minister. 


“TI thank ye, Maister Smith; I’m 
fair forfoughten wi’ the wind, but if 
the Almichty be willing I’ll be at the 
kirk on Sabbath to hear ye. It’s guid 
to think on all the week what ye tell 
us. Whiles it helps me forget the 
verra rheumatics!”’ 


When the minister got back into the 
friendly shelter of his study he took 
up the sheet which he had laid down 
in order to rush out to Nance Kis- 
sock’s assistance. He read it over, 
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but when he took his pen again, he did 


not seem to like it so well. If Nance 
were speaking the truth, and she fed 
during the week on the spiritual food 
which she received in his kirk on the 
Sabbath, he could not conceal from 
himself that next week she had a good 
chance of going hungry. Yet he could 
not allow Peter M’Robert to get off 
without a word, so he put the thought 
away from him and went on with his 
task. 


“How often does a man of limited 
view mistake his own limitations for 
the possibilities of others. He never 
judges himself — he could not if he 
would — and naturally when he judges 
others it is only to condemn them.” 


A gust more than ordinarily power- 
ful took the minister again to the win- 
dow, and he saw John Scott, the herd 
from the Dornel, wringing the wet 
from his plaid. He knew that he had 
come down to the village from the 
hills three miles out on his road to 
get his wife’s medicine. Presently he 
would trudge away manfully back 
again to the cot-house on the edge 
of the heather. Now the minister 
knew that come storm or calm John 
Scott would be at the kirk on the next 
day but one, and that he would carry 
away in the cool quiet brain that lay 
behind the broad brow the heads and 
particulars of the sermon he heard. 
As he went steadily knitting his stock- 
ing, conquering the heather with 
strides long and high, visiting his 
black-faced flock, he would go revolv- 
ing the message that his minister had 
given him in the house of God. 


“Wisdom is justified of her chil- 
dren,” repeated the minister, dogged- 
ly; but his text now awakened no 
fervour. There was no enthusiasm in 
it. He thought that he would go out 
and let the November winds drive the 
rain into his face for a tonic. So 
he slipped on his Inverness and let 
himself out. His feet carried him 
towards the garret of one of his best 
friends, where an aged woman, blind 
and infirm, was spending the latter 
end of her days. She could not now 
come to church, therefore the minister 
went often to her — for it was sun- 
shine to him also to bring light into 
that very dark place where the aged 
servant of God waited her end. 


Mary Carment knew his step far 
down the stairs, and she said to her- 
self: “It is himself!” and deep within 
her she gave thanks. “It is a great 
thing to have the bread o’ life broken 
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to us so simply that we all understan’ 
it, Maister Smith,” she said. 


“But, Mary, how long is it since 
you heard a sermon of mine?” 


“Tt’s true it’s a lang time since I 
heard ye preach, minister, but I hear 
of yer sermons every Sabbath. One 
and anither tells me pairt o’t till I 
get as muckle as I can think on.” 


As the minister said good-bye to 
Mary Carment, she said: “Ye’ll hae 
too much to think on to mind me 
on the Lord’s day when ye’re speakin’ 
for yer Maister; but I have none but 
you to mind, sir, so I’ll be prayin’ for 
you a’ the time that ye’re uphauldin’ 
His Name.” 


“Thank you, Mary, I’ll not forget!” 
said her minister. 


And he went out much strengthened. 


As he went mansewards he passed 
the little cobbler’s den where Peter 








God’s Hand In Human History 


At certain intervals a_ spiritual 
awakening comes to given areas. Peo- 
ple are shocked out of indifference 
into a deep conviction of the need of 
God. 


They feel that they are offensive 
to God and that a fundamental wrong- 
ness prevails within them. 


The burden of guilt brings a burn- 
ing desire to escape the doom which 
they feel is imminent. 


They cast everything aside and give 
attention to the weighty urge. 


When this occurs, there comes a 
quickening of life. 


GOD IMPARTS LIFE — THAT IS 
REVIVAL. 


— C. E. Autrey, REVIVALS OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT, Zondervan, 1960. 








M’Robert was tap-tapping all the day, 
and the sound of Peter’s terrible cough 
called to him with a voice that claimed 
him. He stepped in, and after the 
word of salutation, he asked his of- 
fice-bearer: 


“Are you not thinking of getting 
that cough attended to, Peter?” he 
said. 


“Wha—me? Na, not me; hoots, it’s 
but a hoarseness, nocht to speak aboot, 


Just then the minister saw the doc- 
tor walking rapidly up the far side 
of the street, calm-faced and digni- 
fied, as if this howling November 
north-easter were a beautiful June 
morning. Him he summoned. 


“Here’s Peter’ll not speak to you 
about his cough. He must have some 
of your drugs, doctor.” 


The doctor called the unwilling cob- 
bler from his last, and after a brief 
examination he said: 


“No, I don’t think there will be any 
need for drugs, Mr. Smith; if you, 
Peter, will use a gargle to get rid of 
a trifling local inflamation. Less 
lapstone dust and less snuff, Peter, 
and warm water three times a day,” 
said the doctor, succinctly, and pro- 
ceeded on his rounds. 


As the minister went out, Peter 
looked up with a queer twinkle in his 
eye. 


“Maister Smith,” he cried, “‘if 
water be so needful for the inside o’ 
a cobbler’s thropple, maybe I was 
wrang in thinkin’ that it wasna as 
necessary for the ootside o’ a min- 
ister!” 


“Then we'll say no more about it, 
Peter,” said the minister, smiling, as 
he closed the door. “Mind your 
gargle!’’ 


When the minister got to his study, 
he never stopped even to wipe his feet, 
and when the mistress followed to re- 
monstrate, she found him putting his 
sermon in the fire. 


* * * * 


The minister’s text on the follow- 
ing Sabbath morning was an old one, 
but it was no old sermon that the Ark- 
land folk got that day. The text was, 
“Come unto Me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 


Nance Kissock was there, and did 
not go home hungry; John Scott had 
come down from the muirs, and had 
something better than physic to take 
back to his ailing wife; Peter M’Robert 
sat in his corner looking cleaner than 
he had done within the memory of 
man — also he never coughed once; 
no less than eight different folk came 
in to tell blind Mary Carment about 
the sermon. 


But none but the minister knew who 
it was that had been praying for him. 





Most men would rather excuse than 


thank ye for speerin, Maister Smith.” confess. 
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Into All the World Together— 





Have We Gone Together 


Into The World ? 


(A program for use during the World Missions season) 


In the study last week we saw that 
we were commanded to go into all the 
world preaching the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ because He and He 
alone is Saviour of the world. There 
is no greater imperative for Christians. 
World-wide evangelism is the inescap- 
able task of the Church. 


It is often alleged that the Church 
is crippled with respect to its task by 
reason of its many divisions: there are 
so many different denominations, as 
well as so much strife between Chris- 
tian bodies! Surely as important as 
it is to go into all the world, it is 


equally important to go _ together; 
Church unity must be our goal as we 
obey the Great Commission — we are 
told. 


HAVE WE NOT GONE TOGETHER? 


In order properly to evaluate our 
divisions and the effect of our sepa- 
rate ways we must first examine these 
divisions to see how real they have 
been among those who in sincerity and 
in truth have gone out in the Name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 


The history of Christianity has been 
a history of both unity and disunity. 
The interesting thing is that disunity 
has characterized the Church when it 
has lapsed into complacency during 
periods of spiritual poverty and the- 
ological degeneration. But when the 
Church has been revived in periods 
of spiritual quickening and true evan- 
gelical integrity, believers in Christ 
have never felt themselves hindered by 
disunity . . . despite their denomina- 
tions. As evangelical Christians have 
taken the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the ends of the earth throughout the 
centuries, in a real sense they have 
ever been together. A unity in the 
body of Christ has always been evident 
wherever the power of the Holy Spirit 
has been at work while the superficial 


(and very human) differences that 
have separated true believers have 
never destroyed the feeling of one- 
ness despite the differences. The 


most important periods in the life of 
the Church have all been character- 
ized by this sense of oneness. Wit- 
ness these: 


THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH 


During New Testament times we 
find the Church one, evangelical and 
missionary. In Acts 2:1 we read that 
the first disciples were “all together 
in one place” when the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them. Later, “all who be- 
lieved had all things in common” 
(Acts 2:44). Out of this oneness 
the Church witnessed first in Jerusalem 
and then in Judea and Samaria. Sa- 
maritans had nothing to do with Jews, 
but when those in Samaria responded 
to the Gospel, Jewish and Samaritan 
Christians walked together (Acts 8). 
Soon the early Church extended its 
witness to the Gentiles and consequent- 
ly “to the uttermost parts of the 
earth.” And a missionary, Paul, sat 
down and wrote to a_ missionary 
church, saying, “There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female, 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus’ 
(Galatians 3:28). 


What was the message of the early 
Church? 


“For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried and that He 
rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures.” (I Cor. 15:3-4) 


THE REFORMATION CHURCH 


The second period of missionary ex- 
pansion of the New Testament faith 
took place about the time of the Prot- 
estant Reformation. As the Bible be- 
gan to be studied and read again af- 
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ter centuries of spiritual darkness, 
there again spread across Europe the 
power of the Gospel: “Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures 

. and rose again according to the 
Scriptures” and that “justified by 
faith we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


A most remarkable thing about the 
Reformation period is that the many 
individuals studying the Scriptures in 
many different places completely in- 
dependently of each other arrived at 
a common faith which complemented 
the work of each so greatly. The 
recovery of the Gospel in Scotland is 
a case in point. Three completely 
different influences brought from Eng- 
land, Germany and Geneva brought 
one brand new New Testament Church 
to Scotland: 


In England John Wyclif translated 
the Bible and sent out his preachers, 
the Lollards, to teach Biblical truth. 
Some of his preachers made their way 
into Scotland where they sowed the 
seeds of the Reformation. In Germany 
Martin Luther, through his study of 
the Scriptures, came into a warm New 
Testament faith and taught his discov- 
eries at the University of Wittenberg. 
Some of Luther’s tracts were smuggled 
into Scotland and read. Patrick Ham- 
ilton, a young Scotch nobleman, com- 
ing to Wittenberg to study became 
imbued with Biblical truth and, return- 
ing to Scotland, died a martyr’s death, 
further fanning the flame of the Scot- 
tish Reformation. In Geneva Bibli- 
cal doctrine was taught and dissemi- 
nated by John Calvin to all who would 
come and listen. Among those who 
came was John Knox from Scotland 
who, having been inspired by what 
he had seen and been taught at Ge- 
neva, returned to Scotland and took 
steps to complete the evangelization 
of the nation through the establish- 
ment of the Presbyterian Church, 
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Thus the establishment of the New 
Testament Church in Scotland was the 
result of the cumulative influence of 
the Bible study of Wyclif, of Luther 
and of Calvin. Through independent 
Bible research, these three men of 
varying nationalities arrived at a com- 
mon faith. Their combined mission- 
ary concern for the spread of this faith 
led to the establishment of a single 
Church. 


John Knox, the Presbyterian, dur- 
ing a stay in England helped write 
the 39 Articles of belief of the Epis- 
copal Church. These articles form 
the basis of that Church’s beliefs. An 
Episcopal bishop wrote the Reformed 
Church in France, “Our faith is one.” 


Calvin always regarded Luther as 
the Father of the Reformation and 
Luther gave hearty agreement to those 
writings of Calvin that he had an op- 
portunity to read. Thus we see a few 
more examples of the oneness that 
existed between evangelical Christians 
during this second period of mission- 
ary expansion of Biblical truth as 
Europe was once again evangelized 
with New Testament concepts. 


MODERN MISSIONS 


Along with the periods of mission- 
ary outreach of the early Church and 
of the Reformation Church, we find 
a third period during which the Church 
experienced true spiritual oneness. 
This was the period of the modern 
missionary movement. One of the 
outstanding characteristics of the mod- 
ern missionary movement was the way 
in which Christians of varying back- 
grounds and denominations worked to- 
gether to preach Christ to the lost. 


As early as 1706 an English mis- 
sionary society furnished the money 
to send two German missionaries un- 
der the direction of the King of Den- 
mark to a little Danish colony on the 
coast of India. By the end of the 
eentury in India we find Henry Mar- 
tyn, the Anglican chaplain and apostle 
to the Persians, worshipping and fel- 
lowshipping in the home of William 
Carey, the Baptist cobbler and “father” 
of the modern missionary movement. 
In 1873 the following remarkable 
statement concerning the unity of the 
Christian missionary enterprise in In- 
dia was recorded in the Blue Book of 
the House of Commons: 


The large body of European and 
American missionaries bring their 
various moral influences upon the 
country with the greater force 
because they act together with a 
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compactness which is but little un- 
derstood . . . From the nature of 
their work, their isolated position 
and their long experience they 
have been led to think rather of 
the numerous questions on which 
they agree than of those on which 
they differ, and they cooperate 
heartily together. Localities are 
divided among them by friendly 
arrangements and with few ex- 
ceptions it is a fixed rule among 
them that they will not interfere 
with each other’s converts and 
each other’s spheres of duty. The 
large body of missionaries resid- 
ing in each of the presiding towns 
form conferences, hold periodic 
meetings and act together on pub- 
lic matters. 


One author writing in 1894 adds, 
“The above notices of missionary work 
in India may serve as an example of 
similar testimony which might be ad- 
duced from various other countries.” 


Here in our own country during the 
period of modern missions we see 
George Whitefield, an Anglican, draw- 
ing all the churches together during 
his evangelistic campaigns on our pio- 
neer frontiers. At Cane Ridge, Ken- 
tucky, in 1801 at the beginning of 
the great camp meetings of the 19th 
century we find Baptist, Methodist 
and Presbyterian ministers preaching 
together. 


To assist the various Protestant de- 
nominations in their missionary out- 
reach there mushroomed a number 
of inter-denominational movements 
such as the Sunday School movement, 
the Tract and Bible Societies, Y. M. 
and Y. W. C. A.’s, Student Volunteer 
Movement, as well as various non-de- 
nominational missionary groups. 


ONENESS—A MATTER OF FAITH 


What were the beliefs of those in- 
volved in the modern missionary move- 
ment? The same as those of the 
early Church and the Reformation: 
“Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures . .. and rose again 
according to the Scriptures.” As the 
World Congress of Y.M.C.A.’s in 1885 
expressed it: 


We seek to unite those young men 
who regarding the Lord Jesus 
as their God and Saviour accord- 
ing to the Holy Scriptures .. . 
desire to be His disciples for the 
extension of His Kingdom.” 


In 1863 this purpose was re-af- 
firmed in the following words: “The 
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one great aim of the association is to 
win young men for the Saviour.” 


The Y. W. C. A. later expressed 
their aim as “the winning of the girls 
of the world to recognize the claims 
of Jesus Christ as personal Saviour 


and Lord... according to Holy Scrip- 
ture!’’ 
Thus whether it be in India or 


America, in denominational or inter- 
denominational groups, whenever evan- 
gelical Christians become concerned 
about presenting Christ to those who 
have never heard they find their one- 
ness in Christ. 


Dr. J. H. Jowett speaks of the iso- 
lated pools of water that are found 
along the sea shore at low tide but 
which at high tide become united in 
one great wave. Likewise, when we 
Christians of varying backgrounds and 
individual temperaments reach high 
tide in our understanding of Biblical 
truth and our desire to obey the Lord 
Jesus Christ through the spreading of 
this truth, we find ourselves united in 
great waves of missionary advance- 
ment. Historically, it has always been 
evangelical Christians who have been 
at the forefront 
movements. 


of these unifying 


Have we gone into all the world to- 
gether? Certainly in the periods that 
we have considered we have to a re- 
markable degree. This has never been 
the artificial unity of monster Church 
mergers accomplished by  power- 
hungry ecclesiastics anxious to “speak 
for” millions of constituents, but the 
warm spiritual unity of true believers 
in Jesus Christ. 


Discussion Questions: 


After reading this study, do you 
feel that we, as Christians have gone 
into the world together preaching the 
Gospel? In what ways would you 
agree or disagree with the illustrations 
in this program given as examples of 
unity with variation? As time allows, 
read Acts 2:44-47 and evaluate this 
expression of the unity found in the 
early Church. Again as time allows, 
read the last two chapters of Romans 
for indications of the oneness Paul felt 
for this Church he had never visited. 


* *£ & & #€ 
The Rev. Mr. Baker is pastor of 
the Johnson Memorial Church, Jack- 


son, Tenn. 





All I have given thanks for teaches 
me to trust the Lord for all I have 
not felt like giving thanks for. 
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DIJORIALS 


—— 


Maligning our Heritage 


We had an interesting experience 
this week that we think you will want 
to hear about. 


It had to do with the Sunday School 
lessons in the Graded Series — for 
Seniors — for the first quarter, Jan- 
uary - March, 1961. This unit is en- 
titled, “Our Inheritance of Faith,” and 
is supposed to be a depth study of 
what Presbyterians believe, for Senior 
High young people. 


Within a single twenty-four hour 
period three persons contacted us about 
these lessons, which are published by 
the Presbyterian, U.S., Board of Edu- 
cation. One was a pastor, two were 
teachers of Senior Highs. 


First we were visited by the teacher 
of one congregation’s youth group 
looking for resource material. She had 
studied the list suggested in the Teach- 
er’s Guide and had noticed several 
titles that she remembered seeing men- 
tioned critically in the Journal, such 
as THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, and 
Hendry’s book on the Confession of 
Faith. 


Following our conversation with her 
we turned to the mail only to find 
two letters on the same subject. One, 
from another teacher, wanted to know 
if we could suggest another text to 
use as a basis for studying the same 
subject. She complained that the au- 
thor of the Senior quarterly suggest- 
ed a great many questions but never 
answered the hard ones (a mild exag- 
geration, no doubt). 


The other letter was from a pastor. 
Greatly perturbed, he quoted a para- 
graph from the quarterly itself: 
< Christ’s victory over death is 
grounds for a high spirit of optimism 
among Christians. We do not hold 
to the automatic view of the next life 
called ‘immortality of the soul,’ but 
believe in a spiritual ‘rebirth’ so that 
we can be free from all the things 
that limit and frustrate us in this life. 
The resurrection involves death to 
self, and rebirth to God.” 


This pastor had been approached 
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by one of his teachers who wanted to 
know if the author of the quarterly 
wasn’t confusing the resurrection with 
regeneration? 


By this time thoroughly awake, we 
hastened to get our hands on a copy 
of the quarterly and settled ourselves 
to study it. We found that in many 
ways there was enough to induce an 
unfavorable reaction. Here is what 
the Seniors are learning about im- 
portant Christian truths: 


REVELATION — The Scriptures 
are characterized only as “accounts 
of men who have experienced God in 
action”; as the stories of “men who 
witnessed God in His supreme ac- 
tivity.”” Nowhere is the Bible called 
the Word of God, nor is Revelation 
ever identified with the Bible itself. 
The “Revelation” consisted of what 
God did, and the Bible is portrayed 
as the record of men jotting down 
their impressions of what God has 
done as it appeared to them. 


RESURRECTION — Several times 
it seems that the author indeed con- 





Youth Wants Doctrine 


There was one particularly hearten- 
ing sign at the Dallas Youth Quadren- 
nial. It was in the book room, where 
Dr. Felix Gear’s BASIC BELIEFS 
OF THE REFORMED FAITH was in 
great demand. 


In one of her daily “book chats” 
from the platform, Miss B. Lewis re- 
marked: ‘“You’ve been buying so 
many of Dr. Gear’s book I wonder if 
you knew what you believed before 
you came here!” It may just be that 
she hit the nail right on the head. 


Opinions of the “experts” to the 
contrary notwithstanding, we believe 
this demonstration of interest in basic 
beliefs shows that youngsters want to 
seriously study and understand their 
denominational doctrines. Local 
churches putting more stress in this 
field might find they have less of a 
“vouth problem.” 





fuses regeneration with the resurrec- 
tion: the latter is alleged to be not 
what happens to man after death 
but what happens to man when he 
gives himself to Christ. Yet the au- 
thor recognizes that Paul’s references 
in I Corinthians 15 are to a future 
state and he firmly asserts that with- 
out the resurrection of Christ “the 
bottom would drop out of Christi- 
anity.” 


LAST THINGS — Following “re- 
alized eschatologists’” and others the 
author speaks of Christ’s “coming on 
clouds of Glory” in the present tense 
(“Does He—really—come on clouds of 
glory?’”’); and of Christ as Judge in 
the present tense: “It is Christ’s life 
and teachings that cause us to be un- 
der judgment.” Yet he also declares, 
“We do look forward to the return 
of the King,” and, “Some day the 
trumpet of victory will sound.” 


ATONEMENT — The death of 
Christ is said to have been a demon- 
stration of the love of God. The 
cross was in order to make God’s love 
plain. God could “act” again and 
again to this end, but we already have 
sufficient proof of His love to con- 
vince us, in the record of His “act’’ 
in Christ. Redemption occurs some- 
what as follows: When we know the 
depth of God’s love (we see that in 
Christ’s death) then there is released 
in us the transforming power of that 
love with its result, new life. The 
Christian life is deserbed as a matter 
of living the same life and dying the 
same death as our Lord Jesus Christ. 


SIN — We are indeed sinners, ac- 
cording to this quarterly, but there 
is no suggestion that we are lost 
sinners, or that there is any ultimate 
fate for the unsaved distinguishable 
from that of the saved. From what 
are we saved? From our sins. Some- 
how the cleansing power which saves 
us from our sins is both the love and 
the wrath of God. The “wrath” of 
God seems to be the cleansing effect 
of His love, removing selfishness from 
our lives, for “wrath” means that 
“evil must perish when confronted by 
God” as darkness perishes with the 
coming of light. 
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JUSTIFICATION — The doctrine, 
as presented, includes no concept of 
guilt, and is equated with the total ex- 
perience of salvation, including sanc- 
tification and good works. On the 
other hand, the author calls to his 
readers’ attention the familiar illustra- 
tion of a court scene and of the 
prisoner at the bar who is pronounced 
innocent. 


SACRAMENTS The author 
knows of them as signs, but not as 
seals or as means of Grace. His ex- 
planation of the difference between 
the Calvinistic, the Lutheran and the 
Roman views of the presence of Christ 
in the Supper is the only direct treat- 
ment of distinctly Presbyterian doc- 
trines we could find in this study 
unit on “our inheritance of Faith.” 


By and large, here is a complete 
course in modern philosophical the- 
ology consisting of dialectic, paradox, 
and symbol, expressed in contemporary 
thought forms. 


Yet the author exhibits a warm, al- 
most eager interest in offering Jesus 
Christ as the divine Son of God and 
Saviour of men. He refers without 
embarrassment to the blood of our 
Lord and without quibbling to His 
creation of the world and His present 
intercession on behalf of His own. 
He expounds the Scriptures in an ef- 
fort to understand them, not explain 
them away. And he does not refer 
disparagingly to the Confession of 
Faith. 


This study, presumably the supreme 
gift of educational 
establishment to Senior High young 
people during the centennial year of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is a 
large disappointment. Yet it suffers 
more by reason of incoherence than it 
does by reason of heresy. And the 
biggest disappointment of all is that 
a denomination with the resources, 
the prestige, the facilities, the heritage 
of such as ours can do no better than 
this. 


our elaborate 


On second thought one is not in- 
clined to blame the young man who 


(Cont. on p. 12, col. 1) 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


LIFE’'S CIRCUMSTANCES 


For the Christian the circumstances 
of life are ordered, not disordered; 
controlled, not hap-hazard; full of 
meaning, not meaningless. 


And, amazing as it may seem at 
first thought, the same set of circum- 
stances may be disastrous to the un- 
believer but a blessing to those who 
are the Lord’s. 


In Genesis 14 we read of the escap- 
ing Israelites, pursued by the relent- 
less and vengeful army of Pharaoh. 
Prior to this we read of God’s pro- 
vision of a pillar of cloud by day and 
a pillar of fire by night which guided 
the people on their journey. 


Now the hosts of Egypt are closing 
in on the children of Israel. On one 
side there are mountains, on another 
the forbidding waters of the Red Sea. 
And behind, the army of Pharaoh. 


But these people are not alone. They 
have been led out of Egypt by the 
promise-keeping God who had pledged 
to bring them back to Canaan. Un- 
worthy, they were nevertheless in the 
place God wanted them to be. From 
a human standpoint disaster stared 
them in the face and one can imagine 
the triumphant shouts of the Egyp- 
tians as they closed in for the capture. 


Pursued and pursuer, all but Moses 
seem to have left God out of their 
calculations. And then God acted. 
We read: “And the angel of God, 
which went before the camp of Israel, 
removed and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud went from before 
their face, and stood behind them: 
and it came between the camp of the 
Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and 
it was a cloud and darkness to them, 
but it gave light by night to these: so 
that the one came not near the other 


all night” (Gen. 14:19,20). 


That which hindered the Egyptians 
was a blessing to God’s people and this 
principle continues down to today. The 
sorrow which the world suffers be- 
comes godly sorrow which works to 
repentance for those God is leading. 
On the other hand, material success 
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may bring joy to a worldling but it can 
be disastrous for others. 


Because the standards of the world 
are so entirely at variance with those 
of Christ there can never be a proper 
comparison between the two. But we 
do know that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to 
them who are called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 


Involved in this is the sovereignty 
and love of God. Because He is 
sovereign He orders. circumstances 
with everything taken into considera- 
tion. Because He is love He controls 
these circumstances for our own good. 


In no sense is this to be confused 
with fatalism, for with God in control 
such a _ philosophy is unthinkable. 
Sovereignty centers in the controlling 
providence of God which always works 
that which is good for those who are 
His. 


But when men are outside the will 
of God the identical set of circum- 
stances take on an entirely different 
hue, for they have not recognized or 
submitted their lives to the One who 
is Supreme. 


For the Christian there is untold 
comfort in the knowledge of God’s 
controlling hand. With the apostle 
Paul he can affirm: “For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
not things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord’? (Rom. 8:38, 
39). 


These things being true and 
they are true — how vitally important 
it is for us to accept the loving offer 
of God in His Son! And, how terribly 
foolish to try to fashion our lives 
outside His divine will. 


The cold rationalization of the cir- 
cumstances of life is folly — for God 
did not redeem man and then leave 
him to chance. As His way of salva- 


(Cont. on p. 12, col. 1) 
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prepared this unit. Reading his ma- 
terial one senses that a genuine zeal 
for Jesus Christ is trying to break 
through the mass of verbal encrusta- 
tions that he evidently believes to be 
the necessary “thought forms” in 
which modern faith must be expressed. 
The confusion and_ inconsistencies 
which ensue may not really be his 
fault. 


They may rather be the fault of 
those who taught him. And the blame 
for what is happening to 100,000 Sen- 
ior High young people during this 
first quarter of 1961 may ultimately 
be traceable to those cloistered teach- 
ers of divinity up and down the line 
who stuffed this young minister’s 
mind full of the rationalizations, di- 
alectics, and outright unbeliefs which 
evidently characterize the uneasy 
peace they have made with their own 
consciences. 


We are living in a day of spiritual 
starvation. And it is not the men 
and women on the firing line of the 
Church who will some day answer to 
God for it. It is rather those in the 
intellectual centers of the Church who 
glibly sow their destructive theories 
into receptive minds under the guise 
of “free inquiry,” then send them out 
to teach Christ’s little ones. 


Incidentally, for those teachers of 
youth reading these lines, we want to 
suggest a practical way to add both 
iron and interest to the weeks remain- 
ing in this quarter’s study: read and 
discuss with the young people the 
Shorter Catechism questions pertain- 
ing to the lesson of the week. Don’t 
overlook Gettys’ book on what Pres- 
byterians believe (which is listed in 
the quarterly). And if you want an 
especially simple study outline based 
on Scripture, get H. T. Kerr’s A 
MANUAL OF FAITH AND LIFE, 
Westminster. 





LAYMAN—from p. 1] 

tion is clearly defined so too are His 
acts of providential care — always 
for good to those who are His. 


Rather than fear “fate”? man needs 
to submit his heart, mind, will and 
body to the One who controls “fate.” 


“If God be for us, who can be 


against us?” 


A Working Experiment in Communism 


Sometimes the essentially construc- 
tive program of a gathering such as 
the recent Dallas Presbyterian Youth 
Convention is spoiled by features that 
manage to creep into the discussion 
rooms, the display rooms, the planned 
“‘firesides.”” 


Prominent on one display table at 
the convention was literature adver- 
tising a “working seminar’ for stu- 
dents willing to spend the summer 
studying and learning while holding 
summer jobs. 


The publicity bore the address of the 
Presbyterian minister to students in 
the Memphis area and advertised the 
sponsorship, among others, of the 
Westminster Fellowship of Southwest- 
ern at Memphis and Memphis State 
University. 


The program being planned is one 
that has become increasingly identi- 
fied with student work. Those who 
participate live together and work to- 


gether in order to “discover the rele- 
vance of the Christian faith” to “the 
struggle for existence by low-income 
families, racial tensions, industrial re- 
lations.” 


But here is the economic plan which 
has been worked out for this demon- 
stration of religion and work: Half 
the students will get jobs in industry; 
half will work in community service 
agencies. All earnings will be pooled. 
Out of the pool of common earnings 
a weekly allowance will be returned 
to each student. This allowance will 
be for spending money and lunch. 


If this “seminar” is intended to be 
a demonstration of life as it should 
be lived, then we are inclined to hope 
that the communism which the group 
will practice doesn’t work. That is, 
we frankly hope the experiment fails, 
economically. We don’t approve that 
particular economic theory or the ef- 
fort to demonstrate it to students. 








Committee To Evaluate Textbooks 


Patriotic organizations are becom- 
ing increasingly perturbed over the 
growing evidence that literature de- 
liberately slanted to present a distort- 
ed conception of the American way of 
life is being recommended by certain 
religious bodies and cultural organiza- 
tions for general reading; and that 
such literature is also being represent- 
ed, with telling effect, in the textbooks 
of our schools. 


America’s Future, Inc., 542 Main 
St., New Rochelle, N. Y., has decided 
to make studies of literature — espe- 
cially textbooks — being offered to 


Americans and their children and to 
publish its findings for any who may 
care to see them. To this end, Ameri- 
ca’s Future has set up a “Textbook 
Evaluation Committee’ composed of 
distinguished educators and authors. 


Thus far some 50 evaluations or re- 
views have been completed and are 
available to all interested citizens. In 
addition, 22 others are in process of 
completion and another 50 school texts 
have been assigned for review. If you 
have a question about some text be- 
ing used by your child in school, write 
to America’s Future at the above ad- 
dress. 





The Church-State Scene 


We expect to continue calling to the 
attention of Journal readers the grow- 
ing aggressiveness of non-Christian and 
atheist efforts to destroy the effect of 
any and all religions (not just Chris- 
tianity) in American education and 
American public life (See story, 
p. 4). 


The goals of these efforts (which 
we frankly consider subversive) is not 
simply to relegate religion exclusively 
to private practice, it is to destroy 
religion. 


What is being accomplished in Rus- 
sia by government fiat (religion re- 


stricted so severely that it becomes 
largely ineffective) is beginning to be 
accomplished in America by various 
judicial decisions. 


Too many well-meaning Christians 
are supporting the subversion of 
America’s bone and Christian sinew. 
These remind us of the classic defini- 
tion of a “moderate” church member: 
“One who is enrolled as a hearer of 
Sunday sermons, who practices his re- 
ligion privately and about whose con- 
victions it isn’t polite to become inquisi- 
tive.” 

“, . . have merey on Thy people, 
Lord!” 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 5, 1961 


The True Bread 


Bible Material: John 6 
Devotional Reading: John 6:47-56 


We need food for our bodies. We also need food 
for our souls. God supplies both. He has filled the 
earth with all kinds of good things to eat. He gives 
fruitful soil, sends sunshine and rain, seed time and 
harvest. In Genesis 1:29-30 we read: “And God said, 
Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, 
in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to 
you it shall be for meat.” After the Fall the ground 
was cursed: “thorns and thistles shall it bring forth 
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field: in 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.” Ever 
since then men have been laboring for the bread they 
eat. 


Think of the millions of men and women and chil- 
dren who must work hard in order that they may eat. 
This is one of the major problems confronting the 
world. Every now and then we have a famine and 
thousands, and sometimes millions perish for want 


of food. 


Tesus knew that men need food for their bodies 
and He had compassion upon the multitude and fed 
their bodies. He knew what it was to be hungry, for 
He had a “true body” which craved food. 


But we also need food for our souls. Man is spirit 
as well as body. When Satan came to Jesus in the 
wilderness when He was hungry, and said, “If Thou 
be the Son of God command that these stones be made 
bread,” Jesus replied, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by everv word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” When the disciples came and found 
Him talking to the Samaritan woman, they prayed 
Him, saving, “Master, eat.” But He said to them, “I 
have meat to eat that ye know not of . . . Mv meat is 
to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His 
work.” 


Tesus had perfect fellowship with His Father. He 
did alwavs those things that pleased Him. He spent 
whole nights in prayer. He put first things first and 
fed His soul, even though His body was hungry at 


times. 


It is not this wav with the majority of people. When 


the Lord Jesus fed the five thousand men thev wanted 
to take Him bv force and make Him king. When He 
offered Himself to them as the true bread which came 
down from heaven, bread that would feed their souls 
and give eternal life, many of those who had been 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 








following went back and walked no more with Him. 
They wanted the loaves and fishes but cared not for 
the bread of life. 


Is it not this way todav? While millions toil night 
and day to feed their bodies, how few are hungry and 
thirsty after righteousness! Do we find people feeding 
their souls on the Word of God? Do we find them 
spending time in prayer and meditation? In the chap- 
ter before us we have both food for the body and food 
for the soul. How eagerly and enthusiastically men 
accepted the one and rejected the other! 


How true are the words of Paul when he says that 
the natural man does not understand spiritual things. 
They seem foolish and “hard” to him. Jesus explains 
this in verse 63. “It is the spirit that quickeneth: the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto 
vou, they are spirit, and they are life.” May the Holy 
Spirit “quicken” us that we may feed our souls on 
the wonderful words of Jesus which He spoke in con- 
nection with the marvelous miracle He wrought. It 
may help us to divide the chapter into: (1) The Mir- 
acle and (2) the Message, or the (1) Sign and (2) 
the Sermon. 


6:1-15. 

This miracle differs from Jesus’ other miracles in 
several respects. (1) It is the only miracle recorded 
in all four of the Gospels. When something is re- 
peated four times, such as this miracle and the death 
and resurrection of our Lord, it must mean that the 
Holy Spirit considers it of special importance. The 
lesson it teaches as Jesus preaches to the people is a 
most important message. 


I. The Miracle, or Sign: 


(2) It had more witnesses than any of the other 
miracles as far as we know. ‘These witnesses shared 
in the food provided by the miracle. It would be im- 
possible to deceive 5,000 hungry men (besides the 
women and children). They ate and were satisfied 
and twelve baskets full of fragments were taken up of 
that which was left over. They had the double evi- 
dence of their eves and of their satisfied hunger. They 
all knew that indeed a mighty work had been done 
in their midst. 


(3) No other miracle of our Lord produced the 
same general effect: “Then those men, when they 
had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a 
truth that prophet that should come into the world.” 
They wanted to take Him by force and make Him 
their king. Said they: Here is the Man we are look- 
ing for. He can feed us and look after our material 
needs! Is not this the attitude of the men of the 








world today? 
money is what we demand of our political leaders. 


Material prosperity, plenty of food and 


When “times are good” 
defeat. 


(4) This miracle, with the similar one, that of 
the feeding of 4,000, shows creative power. When a 
sick man is cured, or raised from the dead, something 
which already exists is restored, but when five barley 
loaves and two small fish are made sufficient for 5,000 
men, then something is created which was not in ex- 
istence before. Only God can do a thing of this sort, 
so it was a clear proof that Jesus was the One He 
claimed to be — the Son of God. 


the party in power is hard to 


We ought not to skip the part played by the lad 
who seemed to be willing for the Lord Jesus to use his 
lunch. I am sure he was glad when it was over, that 
he allowed Jesus to use his lunch, and we can imagine 
what he said to his companions. Then, we should 
remember the part of the disciples who distributed the 
bread and fish to the hungry multitude. This is our 
business, as followers of the Master. Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Feed My sheep . . . feed My lambs.” We 
are to feed the hungry with the true bread which came 
down from heaven. Why did Jesus tell them to gather 
up the fragments, that nothing be lost? Is it not a 
sin to waste the food and other good gifts of God? 


II. Jesus Walks on the Water: 15-21. 


When Jesus perceived that they would come by force 
and make Him king, He departed again into a moun- 
tain by Himself. Did the temptation to take the easy 
way, suggested by the devil, come to Him again? He 
no doubt went up into the mountain to hold com- 
munion and fellowship with His Father. Remember 
He was tempted in all points like as we are. 


Later, when the disciples were in the midst of a 
severe storm, He went to them, walking upon the 
water. He who made the law of gravity can suspend 
that law when necessary. And the disciples were afraid. 
But He said to them, “It is I; be not afraid.” They 
received Him into the boat and immediately the ship 
was at the landing place to which they had been row- 
ing. This is one of His minor miracles, but it shows 
His power over the laws of nature. 

III. The Message, or Sermon: vv. 22-71. 

The people followed Him. They were deeply im- 
pressed by the miracle for it had satisfied the hunger 
of their bodies. Jesus knew why they followed Him: 

“Ye seek Me, not because ye saw the miracles, but be- 
cause ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.” Food 
for their bodies was all they were interested in. But 
Jesus said, “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for that meat which endures unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of Man shall give unto you: for Him 
hath God the Father sealed.” 


These words remind us of the words of Isaiah: 
“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread? and vour labour for that which satisfieth not? 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. In- 
cline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
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you, even the sure mercies of David” (Isa. 55:2,3). 
The people were thinking of their bodies: both the 
prophet and Jesus were thinking of their souls. It is 
far more important to feed our souls than it is our 
bodies. 


I do not have space to even touch on many of these 
verses, but I do wish to say a word about verses 51-58 
for they have been misinterpreted and misunderstood. 
I agree with Bishop Ryle when he says: “The ‘eating 
and drinking’ of which Christ speaks does not mean 
literal eating and drinking . . . The eating and drink- 
ing, without which there is no life in us, suggest that 
reception of Christ’s sacrifice which takes place when 
a man believes on Christ crucified for salvation. It 
is an inward and spiritual act of the heart, and has 
nothing to do with the body. Believing, he is said to 
‘eat.’ Believing, he is said to ‘drink.’” I wish I had 
space to quote more. Get Ryle’s Commentary on John* 
and read what he says. He makes it very clear. 


The effect of Christ’s message was sadly disappoint- 
ing. Many deserted Him on account of these “hard 
sayings.” They wanted to make Him king when He 
fed their bodies. But they walked no more with Him 
when He offered them the True Bread from heaven. 


* * * * 


* Available from the Journal bookstore, 
pository Thoughts on the Gospels, 4 vols., $4.95 each. 
Last two volumes on John. Entire set free with 20 
new subscriptions to the Journal at $3. 


Ryle’s Ex- 





Calvinism is responsible for giving us religion without 
a prelate, government without a king.—George Bancroft 
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times. 
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FOR FEBRUARY 5, 1961 


UJ WORK 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





|Community Youth Week Program 


cL —__ 


aes 








In the United States the week of January 29 - Feb- 
ruary 5 is being observed as Community Youth Week. 
In many communities it is customary and quite help- 
ful for the young people of all or several churches 
to meet together for a union service during this week. 
Such a service is often held on the second Sunday of 
Youth Week, which in this case would be February 5. 
In the event that your group wants to try a community 
service, here are some steps to follow in making ar- 
rangements for it: 


1. Propose a union service to the youth leaders of 
one or more churches in your community. 


Have a planning meeting made up of represen- 
tatives from each participating group. 


3. Decide on a time and place for the meeting. 


4. Secure necessary permission from officials of the 
churches involved. 


vt 


Decide on the type of program you want ( speak- 
er, film, or youth participation) . 


6. Choose the people to take part. 
7. Arrange for a practice session. 


8. Make provisions for adequate announcements 
and publicity. 


9. Arrange for printed or mimeographed programs 
if possible. 


If it is not feasible to have a union service in your 
community, you can use the material provided below 
in a meeting of your own group. In this material we 
are seeking to suggest things which Christian young 
people can do unitedly. 


Scripture—Romans 12 
Suggested Hymns— 

“Heralds of Christ, Who Bear the King’s Commands” 

“I Gave My Life for Thee” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 

PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: In 
several recent programs we have been emphasizing 
our Presbyterian heritage. We are thankful for the 
traditions and teachings which belong specifically to 
us as Presbyterians, but we need to recognize that be- 
ing Presbyterians is not the only important thing in 
the world. We do not and we cannot live to ourselves. 


There are many splendid Christian young people in 
other denominations. We work side by side with 
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them every day in school. 


We shall be working with 
them in business and community life as long as we 


live. Recognizing that we hold many basic Christian 
beliefs in common with them, what are some of the 
ways we can begin to work together with them for the 
good of our community and for the glory of God? 
This is the main question we shall be trying to answer 
in this program. 


FIRST SPEAKER: One area in which Christian 
young people of some communities work together very 
satisfactorily is that of worship and study. It is help- 
ful to meet with other Christians on occasion to discuss 
and pray about the mutual concerns we have. It can 
also be very profitable to discuss the beliefs and prac- 
tices about which we do not agree. Would it not 
strengthen our faith and help to clarify our thinking 
to learn what others believe, what we believe in com- 
mon with them, and how we differ from them? 


In one community the young people of two churches 
worked together to sponsor an evangelistic meeting for 
young people. The young people of other communities 
have joined their forces for union Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas, or Easter Sunrise services. We are not suggesting 
that all of our services should be united, but there is 
real blessing and inspiration to be had from occasional 
meetings of this kind. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Another area of cooperation 
among Christian young people is in the field of ac- 
tivities. There are a number of service projects which 
lend themselves very readily to cooperative work. Some 
of them are: collections of used clothing to send over- 
seas, gathering and distributing food baskets for needy 
families, and collecting and repairing toys for needy 
children. There are recreational activities which make 
inter-church cooperation practically a necessity. In 
some communities the young people of the different 
churches have parties and picnics together . . . some- 
times with all of the churches going together and some- 
times with just two groups sharing. Church athletic 
leagues have been a means of fostering inter-church 
friendships in many communities. Community life is 
stronger when the Christian people work and play to- 
gether. 

THIRD SPEAKER: Still another area where Chris- 
tians of all churches should work together is in their 


mutual concern for the moral and spiritual health of 
their community. For instance, when an issue involv- 


ing right and wrong arises in a school, as is sometimes 
the case, it means a great deal when all the Christian 
young people are able to stand shoulder to shoulder 
in support of that which is right. The same principle 
will be applicable all through life. 


When Christian 


1961 








people stand together in support of their basic convic- 2 


tions their influence for good is a mighty force in the 
business world, in community life, and in the affairs 


of government. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 


1. What are some of the possibilities for union Chris- 
tian meetings in your community? 


2. What are some service or recreational activities 
in which all Christian young people of your 
community might take part? 


3. What are some moral and spiritual needs in your 
community where the united interest and in- 
fluence of the Christian young people might be 


of help? 


Closing Prayer. 








Graham To Open 
Bible Conference 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Dr. Billy 
Graham will deliver the opening ad- 
dress of the 1961 Montreat Bible Con- 
ference, August 10, according to an 
announcement by Dr. C. Grier Davis, 
President. 


The addition of Dr. Graham’s name 
virtually completes the list of confer- 
ence leaders. Included are such dis- 
tinguished evangelical speakers as Dr. 
Manford Geo. Gutzke, Dr. Frank Cros- 
sley Morgan and Dr. Martin Lloyd- 
Jones. Dr. Louis Evans and Dr. John 
Sutherland Bonnell are also slated to 
speak. 


Reservations are already being re- 
ceived for the Conference which will 
last through August 23, by C. A. 
Stubbs, manager of Montreat Hotels. 





ASSEMBLY’S NOMINATORS 
PLAN MEETING IN MARCH 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The committee 
which will nominate the more than 
125 persons who will begin terms on 
the General Assembly’s boards and 
agencies this year will meet here 
March 7. 


The committee will nominate the 
new members of some 20 boards and 
agencies. Under a system of staggered 
terms, about one-third of the board 
membership is new each year. 


Members of the nominating panel, 
listed with their addresses, are: Rev. 
John Newton Thomas (chairman), 
3401 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va.; 
Dr. W. Edward McNair, 1529 N. High- 
land Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 6, Ga.; 
Mrs. Robert F. Howe, 8 Terrace Drive, 
Helena, Ark.; Rev. William H. Kadel, 
Box 387, St. Petersburg 31, Fla.; Rev. 
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Edward V. Ramage, 2100 Fourth Ave- 
nue, N., Birmingham 3, Ala.; Colonel 
D. T. Moore, Lewisburg, W. Va.; Rev. 
Robert L. Alexander, 509 Watford 
Street, Greenwood, S. C.; Rev. T. B. 
Hay, 4401 Woodlawn, Little Rock, 
Ark.; and Cliff Coleman, 1415 Black 
Bass Cove, Memphis 9, Tenn. 


Any member of the Church may 
send suggestions to committeemen. 
Supporting information on the back- 
ground of prospective nominees should 
be included with the names. 


In addition to nominating members 
to the major boards and committees 
the committee will also propose the 
names of new Presbyterian, U. S., rep- 
resentatives to such organizations as 
the World Council of Churches, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, and the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


KOREA — The Rev. and Mrs. David 
Parks have begun their first furlough 
in the States. They left for Asheville, 
N. C., soon after the arrival of their 
first daughter and fourth child. 























*JUST A MINUTE, THORNDYKE /¢ 














BRAZIL — Birth of a third daugh- 
ter has been announced by the Rev. 


and Mrs. Robert M. Marvin of the 
North Brazil Mission, who are on 
furlough. 


JAPAN — Completing 48 years of 
service in China and Japan, the Rev. 
and Mrs. W. C. McLaughlin have left 
Japan to make their retirement home 
in Richmond, Va. 





CHILDREN’S HOME NAME 
CHANGED BY PRESBYTERY 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. —(PN) 
— “The Presbyterian Home for Chil- 
dren of Black Mountain, N. C., Inc.” 
is the new name for “The Mountain 
Orphanage.” 


The action was taken by the Board 
of Trustees of the institution, of which 
the Rev. H. B. Dendy is president, and 
approved by Asheville Presbytery. 


The change in name was occasioned 
by a trend to avoid the use of the word 
“orphan,” as the majority of children 
cared for in this home, as in other 
similar institutions, are from broken 
homes, or other like situations. The 
change will also identify the “Home” 
as a work of Presbyterians. It was 
started in January, 1904, by Asheville 
Presbytery as the first home for needy 
children in the Appalachian mountains. 


The home has a capacity of 56, and 
a present enrollment of 54, under the 
management of Don C. McKenzie, su- 
perintendent. In addition to those at 
the home there are three in college 
and one in nurse’s training. 





WESTMINSTER GETS $60,000 


FULTON, Mo. — Westminster Col- 
lege has received word that it was 
named beneficiary of approximately 
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$60,000 under the terms of a trust 
established by the late Miss Mary Bar- 
bee of Excelsior Springs, Mo. The 
trust stipulates that one-half of the 
bequest is to be designated as the Bar- 
bee Scholarship Fund, the income 
from which shall be used to create 
scholarships for students preparing for 
the Presbyterian ministry. The other 
half of the bequest is unrestricted 
with regard to its use. 





BELHAVEN HONORS PAIR 


JACKSON MISS. — Tom Maynor 
of Montgomery, Ala., and Ann Man- 
gum of Waynesboro, Miss., have been 
chosen Mr. and Miss Belhaven College 
of 1961. They will be featured in 
the edition of the annual scheduled 
for late spring publication. By pop- 
ular vote they were selected for the 
highest honor the student body can 
bestow. The titles are given to the 
boy and girl who best exemplify the 
ideal Belhaven students. 


Maynor and Miss Mangum hold the 
two top elective offices on campus. 
He is president of the Student Council 
and she is president of Belhaven Chris- 
tian Association. 





Radio-TV Records Cited 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—(PN)—The 
Protestant Radio and Television Cen- 
ter in Atlanta, Ga., has cited television 
station WJXT here, and its president, 
Glenn Marshall, Jr., “for its contri- 
bution to the religious life of our 
nation through its generous public af- 
fairs programming.” 


WJXT-TV has broadcast the Sun- 
day morning worship services of South 
Jacksonville Presbyterian Church for 
eight years, “the longest continuous 
sustaining time Sunday service tele- 
cast known,” according to the framed 
award citation. 


First Presbyterian Church in At- 
lanta, Ga., has the longest record of 
sustained Sunday service broadcast 
over radio. Radio station WSB in 
Atlanta has been broadcasting the 
First Church services since 1922. 





WANTED: Wide-awake Presbyterian 
minister for fast-growing town in 
South Alabama. Write “Church” c/o 
The JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION 


(An attempt to reach the sources of misunderstanding ) 


THE MISUNDERSTANDING — A ly evangelistic as over against other 
popular conception of evangelism and _ times, places, acts and words that are 
education holds that what one does non-evangelistic . . . Evangelism as 
is more important in leading people ‘dimension,’ on the other hand, im- 
to Christ than what one says. Wrote plies that all the times, places, acts 
a professor of a Presbyterian, U. S., and words of the people of God have 
seminary recently: “Evangelism as evangelistic meaning... with this-per- 
‘eategory’ implies that there are certain spective one can seriously consider the 
times, acts, and words that are distinct- evangelistic dimension of a church 








THEY NEED NO CANDLE 
N. Brysson Morrison. Swift and stirring are these 
sketches of 12 Presbyterian leaders in Scotland from 
1500 to 1950. Inspirational biography, including some 
church history. Paper, $1.00 


PRESBYTERIANS, 
THEIR HISTORY AND BELIEFS 


Watter L. Lincte. Our spiritual ancestry from the 
Bible down to the present age is traced against the 
background of our Presbyterian heritage. Paper, $1.50 














THE STORY 

OF SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS 

T. Watson Srreet. Shows the development of our 
Church from the first churches until today. Program 


material for Women: April-June. Study book for Church 
Extension season: May. $1.50 


TOMORROW'S CHURCH 
TOMORROW'S WORLD 
E. T. THompson. Discusses the role of our Church in 


a changing South and a revolutionary world. Program 
material for Women: July-September. $1.50 














LOOK TO THE ROCK 


Cart JULIEN and Daniet W. Hotus. A picture book 
treasury of 100 historic Presbyterian churches of the 
ante-bellum South. To be published in April for our 
Centennial Year. $10.00 
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prime witness is the life of the com 
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munity in non-Christian 
becomes involved . . Here is truth 
but truth liable to misunderstanding. 


THE CORRECTION—The necessity 
to stress love (friendship, kindness, 
charity) in Christian relations must 
not be taken to mean that the practice 
of Christian virtue is evangelism: 
winning people to Christ. To iden- 
tify the Christian life with evan- 
gelism is to make three mistakes: First, 
it is to suggest that wherever you 
have kindness and charity you are 
winning people to Christ. But a non- 
Christian can be kind to another non- 
Christian without converting him to 
Christ. Friendship does not convert. 
A second danger in the “dimension” 
view above is that it tends to forget 
Who wins people to Christ. It is the 
Holy Spirit Who converts people and 
He uses the means that He has ap- 
pointed. Nowhere in the Bible does 
it say that the Holy Spirit confronts 
the heart of a sinner with a church 
building in order to convert him. It 
does say, “Christ sent me not to bap- 
tize but to preach the Gospel . . . for 
the preaching of the cross is . . . the 
power of God.” 

Third, to emphasize action instead 
of witnessing is to run the risk of 
substituting works for faith. If what 
I do is more important than what I 
believe or say, then works are more 
important than faith. 

We are engaged, this year, in a 
“Mission of Friendship.” But friend- 
ship is not evangelism. It is IN friend- 
ship that we evangelize . . . with the 
Message of salvation. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 
Dr. JoHN A. REDHEAD, JR. 


Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Jan. 29 “WHAT IS GOD 
LIKE?” 

Feb. 2 “HOW CAN 
EVERYBODY BE 
SOMEBODY ?” 

Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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Children’s Bille Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 


7. Abraham Offers Isaac 


DO YOU KNOW—Why Abraham offered Isaac on the altar? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 22: 1-2; Hebrews 11:17. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Abraham's offering 


of Isaac? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God gave His only Son that we 
might have everlasting life. Read John 3:16. 


ABRAHAM IS GIVEN A HARD TEST 
Genesis 21:3; 22:1-12; Hebrews 11:17. 


The word “‘tempt’’ means “‘a test.” 
What answer did Abraham give God? 
Whom was Abraham to offer? 





(Write YES if the sentence is true, NO if it is false.) 


Abraham took along five young men. 

He went toward the land of Moriah. 

Abraham and Isaac went together. 

Abraham asked, “Where is the lamb?”’ 

Abraham had faith that God would provide a lamb. 
Abraham laid his son on the altar. 

An angel stopped Abraham from killing his son, Isaac. 
Abraham passed God's test. 


GOD PROVIDES THE SACRIFICE 
God provided Abraham with a _ 


Genesis 22: 13-19. 
—_ __ which Abraham 





Because Abraham vate not withheld his __ __ __ the Lord 
promised to __ __ ____ __ him. He promised that Abraham's 
seed (descendants) should be as many as the __ ____ __ __ and 
as sand of the sea. Because Abraham obeyed __ __ __, all the 


nations of the ss ssi 


___ shall be blessed by his seed. 
GOD GAVE HIS SON FOR US John 3:15-18; John 1:29. 


God gave His Son as an offering for our sins “that the 
world through __ __ __ might be _. __ __ __ __.””. Whosoever 
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ shall not 


but have eternal life. Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What is the shortest verse 
in the Bible? (Hint: look in John 11.) 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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| a UPUSA Presbyterian. 


Spooks 


THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
BIBLE COMMENTARY, Edited by G. 
Henton Davies, Alan _ Richardson, 
Charles L. Wallis. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 542 pages plus index. $6.95. 


This book is well named, for it pre- 
sents the conclusions of scholarship 
from the liberal point of view which 
has dominated this century thus far. 
This one-volume commentary is a re- 
vision of The Teacher’s Commentary, 
published in the 1930’s. With two 
exceptions, the contributors are all 
British. 


Although the book is called a com- 
mentary, very little of the material 
indeed is comment upon the text of 
Probably 75% of the ma- 
terial falls into the category of Bible 
introduction, that is, discussion of 
sources, authors, etc. This is an in- 
evitable result of the point of view 
held: except for the various elevat- 
ing thoughts the Bible can suggest, 
the text itself is a rather useless pad- 
ding of essentially untrustworthy back- 
ground stories. Radical criticism is in 
full flower here. Typical, too, is the 
book’s enthusiasm for the sociological 
background of Bible times. This is 
the only commentary this reviewer 
knows in which we have drawings of 


| Hebrew homes, of a peasant’s plow, 
| of women carrying water bottles, and 


the like. 


The position on inspiration is ex- 
istential; “this message is true for me, 
when I receive the witness of the 
Bible . . . ” says Alan Richardson, 
We are for- 
tunate to be free from believing any 
theory of inspiration, because Christ 
has set us free—suggests J. E. Mc- 


| Fayden in his treatment of Gal. 5:1. 
| A great fear of worshipping the Bible 
| is repeatedly shown; we are warned 


against “Bibliolatry.”” This reviewer 


| has never met anyone who worshipped 


the Bible, nor read a book advocating 
such worship, but it is an ever-present 
danger to these men. 


As for the content of Scripture it- 
self: the Pentateuch is seen through 
the obsolescent Graf-Wellhausen docu- 
mentary hypothesis to be a compila- 
tion of legends. With Moses, at last, 
we reach history — at least Exodus 
1 and 18 are history. The rest 


(especially the miracles, 
ing bush) is 
corded by “the story teller and cultic 


the burn- 
“epic narrative’ re- 


official.” The miracles of Elisha and 
Elijah are “legendary tales of wonders 


which accumulate around famous 
men rather than eye-witness 
accounts.” Esther receives hard han- 


dling indeed: Douglas Jones, Univer- 
sity of Durham, says, “The gripping 
interest of Esther . . . should not be 
allowed to conceal its unsuitability 
(except negatively) for Christian life 
and nurture” because of its “vindict- 
ive, racial patriotism.” Fortunately— 
in the mind of Jones—Esther never 
happened: “It was written in order to 
supply a Jewish origin and justifi- 
cation for the Feast of Purim... 
whose actual origins remain impene- 
trable.” Jonah and Daniel are cer- 
tainly “best understood as stories with 
a meaning, not literal history,” writes 
Richardson. 


The New Testament fares a little 
better. Richardson, who eliminated 
miracles in the Old Testament, defends 
the miracles of Jesus including the 
resurrection; no theory of the resur- 
rection is advanced at all. The Virgin 
birth of our Lord is mentioned only 
once, and then incidentally, but not 
disparaged. We are gratified to see 
that an early dating is given to all 
of the gospels, even John. Matthew 
and Luke are both revisions of Mark. 
Whoever wrote John, it was not the 
Beloved Apostle, the other son of 
Zebedee. II Peter is pseudonymous. 


This is the only commentary on 
the market which includes a full treat- 
ment of the Apocrypa, which is 
placed on virtually the same level as 
the Canon because “the admission of 
a book like Esther . . . must prevent... 
the exclusion of a book like Ecclesi- 
asticus.” 


This book will enter many homes, 
because it is an offering of the 
“CIHU” Book Club. This word (pro- 
nounce it ““Ky-hooh”) comes from the 
slogan, “Can I Help You?” made 
famous by Dr. Frank Laubach, the 
famous missionary of literacy. How 
we wish that the splendid NEW BIBLE 
COMMENTARY edited by Davidson, 
Stibbs and Kevan (Eerdmans Press) 
might go into those homes instead. 


—Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., D.D. 
Shalimar, Fla. 


Overheard — The fellow who don’t 
never say nothin won’t never have 
nothin to take back. 
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ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL: AN EXPO- 


SITION, by Walter Luthi. Tr. by 
Kurt Schoenenberger. John Knox 
Press, Richmond. 348 pp. $5.00. 


Walter Luthi is one of the out- 
standing preachers of Europe closely 
associated with Karl Barth and his fol- 
lowers. This book is a compilation of 
expository sermons on John’s Gospel 
as he preached them to his people in 
his parish near Basel during the cru- 
cial years of 1939 - 1942. 


Luthi has presented these messages 
because he feels “that the Church is 
once again beginning to appreciate the 
extraordinary and divinely uncom- 
promising message of the Bible” and 
therefore has a “satisfying awakening 
of sympathy for the essence and unique 
character of the Fourth Gospel . . .” 
He seeks to expound not only the 
descriptive narratives of John’s Gos- 
pel but the attendant instructional ma- 
terial. He thinks the purpose of John 
is not only for “the edification of the 
individual” but to proclaim great 
themes, such as “the universal message 
of the dominion of God.. .” 


This book is an able exposition of 
the Scriptures with modern applica- 
tion. The reviewer felt that the mes- 
sages on the conclusion of Christ’s 
ministry were on the whole the most 
helpful (eg. “Jesus’ Prayer for Per- 
fect Unity,” “The Arrest and Trial 
of Jesus’). While the dialectical 
philosophical approach that character- 
izes most existential theologians is evi- 
dent throughout, there is no objec- 
tionable strain on the texts because of 
this, although at times the applications 
seem a little unwarranted. On the 
whole the book is rich in thought with 
many refreshing insights of spiritual 
truth. 


Ministers who wish to do expository 
preaching on John’s Gospel and Sun- 
day School teachers who will be teach- 
ing from John in the first quarter of 
1961 will find this book very helpful. 


—Carl W. Wilson, Th.M. 
Johnson City, Tenn. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


PRESENT LABOR AND FUTURE RE- 
WARDS, by Theodore H. Epp. Moody 
Colportage Library No. 426, Chicago. 
Paper, 124 pp. A series of devotional mes- 
sages on the believer, his sin, needs and 
rewards by the director of the Back to 
the Bible Broadcast. Especially helpful is 
a central section on the “Chastening of the 
Lord,” or the problem of suffering in 
Christian experience. 





1961 











MINISTERS 


John R. Stevenson, from Longmont, 
Colo., to the Fort Collins, Colo., 
church. 

E. F. Thompson, from Spencer, N. 
C., to Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Julian Stennis, from Linden, Ala., 
to Evans, Georgia. 

Troy R. Eslinger, Lexington, Ky., 
has become president of Lees Col- 
lege, Jackson, Ky., succeeding Law- 
rence H. Hollander, who has be- 
come comptroller of Centre College, 
Danville. 


William D. O’Neal of the Broad- 
moor church, Baton Rouge, La., was 
married to Mrs. Dorothy Campbell 
Ulmer at the Alabama church, 
Choudrant, La., Dec. 25. 


I. Stuart McElroy, Jr., Richmond, 
Va., will retire as South Atlantic 
Secretary for the American Bible 
Society, July 1. 

E. D. Witherspoon, Jr., Assistant 
Pastor, First Church, Statesville, N. 
C., has become pastor of the new 
Forest Park church of Statesville. 
O. Dixon Poe, formerly a UPUSA 
minister in Oklahoma City, Okla., 
has become a member of Shawnee 
Presbytery (U. S.) and is organiz- 
ing a new U. S. congregation in 
Oklahoma City. 

Elias M. Mullins, formerly of the 
Methodist Church, has entered the 
Presbyterian ministry and is pastor 
of the Peter Creek church, Phelps, 
Ky. 

Irving A. Sparks, from Accomac, 
Va., to the First Church, Glou- 
cester, Va. 

James M. Taylor, from Boligee, Ala., 
to become assistant manager of the 
Atlanta Book Store. 

C. W. Thomas West, from Vansant, 
Va., to the Jewell Valley, Va., 
church. 





LETTERS 

MISSIONS (?) CONVENTION 

It seems to me that the Quadrennial 
Youth Conventions have gotten off the 
central theme which gave them birth. 
By reducing Missions to the status of 
a single item on the agenda and add- 
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ing in other aspects of the Church’s 
work they have become something less 
rather than something more, I believe. 
I am interested in this conference 
staying with the World Missions Board 
and would like to see it put back under 
their direction. 


—Virginia 


Originally this Youth Convention 
was directed and projected by the 
Board of World Missions and was 
strictly a missionary gathering. It 
has gradually been broadened to in- 
clude the whole program of the Church 
and the phrase, “world mission of the 
Church” while still retaining a mis- 
sionary significance to some has be- 
come totally inclusive in its connota- 
tion. At the Dallas Convention, 
World Missions, as such, was virtually 
invisible. While the Board still has 
representation on the Convention 
Committee, the general management 
and direction of the conventions has 
been placed under the Board of Chris- 
tian Education. We would be inter- 
ested to hear more of the opinions of 
eur readers on this point.—Ed. 





THANKS FROM BIBLE 
RECIPIENTS 


Thank you for the Bible you sent 
me for memorizing the Shorter Cat- 
echism. It is such a nice one !... 
I read the Journal from cover to cover 
and it is a great help. 


—Mrs. R. W. Law 
Elliott, S. C. 





I was presented the Bible on Christ- 
mas, and it was the nicest gift I re- 
ceived for Christmas. 


—Ginger Johnson 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT 


Recently I had the opportunity of 
reading the Journal while conducting 
meetings with a ministerial friend. 
The spiritual atmosphere within its 
pages was such that I would be pleased 
to have it sent to me weekly. I must 
say that it is refreshing to read a 
Presbyterian paper so faithful to the 
Word of God and to the great doctrines 
of our most holy faith. 


—/(Rev.) Donald Nicholson 
Prince Edward Island 
Canada 


It is a pleasure to add Mr. Nichol- 


son’s name to the list of more than 
1,000 new subscribers who joined the 
JOURNAL “family” during the Christ. 





AND AT SECOND SIGHT 


Please find enclosed check for $6.00. 
Please renew my subscription for two 
years. I thoroughly enjoy your Spirit- 
filled, sound and interesting magazine. 
I read it first of all the Church papers 
I receive. I teach an adult class and 
find it very helpful in my teaching. 
I wish I had known about it long ago 
(my pastor subscribed to it for me 
to begin with). 


—Mrs. Jewell E. Thompson 
Perry, Ga. 





Your paper has been a great bless- 
ing to me. On Journal day I find a 
quiet place and read it from cover to 
cover and am always refreshed. 


—Mrs. George H. Jeffers 
Miami, Fla. 





Just a few lines to tell you how 
very much we enjoy and are benefitted 
by the regular visits of your fine 
weekly paper. As one retired from 
the active ministry of our Church I 
am especially grateful to the one now 
making it possible as a gift. 


—(Rev.) Thomas Brewster 
San Angelo, Tex. 





MORE NCC REACTION 


I have read the Editorials in the 
Jan. 4th issue with keen interest and 
if I understand it the time is much 
later than most Presbyterians think 
if they are thinking... 


—Andrew G. McLeary 
Shelby, Miss. 











Thank you so much for your stand 
on the National Council of Churches 
in recent issues. Your attitude con- 
vinces me that the Holy Spirit has and 
always will have His servants to carry 
on the truth of our Lord, despite the 
pressure brought to bear by groups 
that seem to desire great prestige. 


—Thomas M. Fowler 
Columbus, Ga. 





